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CHABA.CTE'R  OP  STEELE.

SIB Bichard was indeed eminent for wit, yet destitute of
true wisdom, in the whole conduct of his fife. He wrote
very well, but lived very ill. He was a Christian in prince
pie, but not in practice. However, not to go far out of m}
way in his character, I shall only set down one encounter 3
Lad with him at Button's Coffee-house, when he was a
Member of Parliament, and had been making a speech in the
House of Commons (in the days of G-eorge I.) to please the
court, but against his own conscience. It was in favour of
the South-sea Scheme, then under l&e great disgrace of the
nation, and against which he had previously written weekly
papers ; but changed his course on finding that he could not
else recover his post of Theatrical Censor, which used to
bring him in some hundreds per annum. I accosted him
thus : " They say, Sir Eichard, you have been making a
speech in the House of Commons for the South-sea Direct-
ors !" He replied, " They do say so." To which I answer-
ed, " How does this agree with your former writing against
that Scheme ?" His rejoinder was, " Mr. "Whiston, you can
walk on foot, and 1 cannot"

CHABA-CTEB OP  STEELE.

MACAULAY, in his powerfully sketched character of Steele,
says, " Steele had known Addison from childhood. They had
been together at the Charter House and at Oxford; but
circumstances had then, for a time, separated them widely.
Steele had left college without taking a degree, had been
disinherited by a rich relation, had led a vagrant life, had
served in the army, had tried to find the philosopher's stone,
and had written a religious treatise and several comedies.
He was one of those people whom it is impossible either to
hate or respect. His temper was sweet, his affections warm,
his spirits lively; his passions strong, and his principles
weak. His life was spent in sinning and repenting ; in in-
culcating what was right, and doing what was wrong. In
speculation lie was a man of piety and honour ; in practice
was much of the rake and a little of the swindler."

Against which rather severe strictures the able writer of
the article " Steele," in the Quarterly, cxcii., appeals, and